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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )0 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 21 February 2008 . 

2a)[X] This action is FINAL. 2b)0 This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-13 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claiml 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 11, line 1, change “’’said predetermined” to -first--. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-9, and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ekel (US 2002/0002707) in view of Darbee. 

Information relied on in Ekel (US 2002/0002707) can be found in its provisional 
application 60/215168. 

As for claim 1, Ekel teaches a system for controlling playback of digital content, 


the system comprising: 
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a computing platform (computer) which communicates with a remote playback 
device (30); (Computing platform communicates via controller 10; [0042]) 

a digital content player application resident on said computing platform for 
enabling playback of said digital content on said remote playback device (Referring to 
page 5 in the provisional application, the user can request streaming media from a 
server. A digital content player application is needed on the computer to allow the user 
to select the content to view); and 

a remote control device (controller 10) which includes a communication system 
for communicating with said computing platform over a first communication link (40) and 
identifying stored digital content on said remote computing platform, said computing 
platform being remote from said remote control device, said remote control device 
further including a display (11) for displaying stored digital content on said remote 
computing platform, said remote control device further including a input device (12, 13) 
to enable digital content to be selected from the stored digital content and a control 
system for displaying said available digital content and causing the selected digital 
content to be played on said remote playback device ([0034], [0042], [0019], [0031]); 
and 

a playback device (30) coupled to said computing platform by way of a second 
communication link (40 & 50) for playback of stored digital content on said computing 
platform selected by said remote control device - [0034], [0042], [0019]. 

However, Ekel fails to teach the following: 

Displaying a list of stored content; 
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In an analogous art, displaying a list of stored content (television programs; col. 
11, lines 6-11, col. 13, lines 4-14); 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant’s invention to modify Ekel’s invention to include the above mentioned 
limitation, as taught by Darbee, for the advantage of providing the user an array of 
content to select from. 


As for claim 2, Ekel and Darbee disclose the claimed limitations. In particular, 
Ekel discloses wherein the system includes a transmitter for transmitting from said 
computing platform to a remote analog playback device - [0019]. 


As for claims 3 & 4, Ekel and Darbee disclose the claimed limitations. In 
particular, Ekel discloses wherein the digital content is digital audio and video data - 
[0012], [0004], 


As for claims 5 & 9, Ekel and Darbee disclose the claimed limitations. In 
particular, Ekel discloses the memory is a hard drive (The computing platform is a 
computer. It is well known that computers to have hard drives). 
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As for claims 6 & 7, Ekel and Darbee disclose the claimed limitations. In 
particular, Ekel discloses wherein the terminal receives the digital content over an 
Internet network - (Provides internet content display; therefore, the internet is used to 
retrieve content from servers- [0034] - [0039]) 


As for claim 8, Ekel and Darbee disclose the claimed limitations. In particular, 
Ekel discloses wherein the user interacts with the computing platform by inputting 
commands into the remote control which are outputted by the remote control and 
transmitted to the display 30 - [0034], [0021], [0022], 


As for claims 11, Ekel and Darbee disclose the claimed limitations. In particular, 
Ekel discloses a wireless link [0023]. 


As for claims 12-13, Ekel and Darbee disclose the claimed limitations. In 
particular, Ekel discloses wherein the remote control communicates with the computer 
over an RF or infrared wireless link. 

It is well known in the art to communicate over an RF or infrared wireless link for 
the advantage of using a well established and known technique for communicating over 


the air. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant’s invention to modify Ekel and Darbee’s invention to include the above 
mentioned limitation, for the advantage of using a well established and known technique 
for communicating over the air. 


5. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ekel and 
Darbee in view of Wood. 

As for claim 10, Ekel and Darbee fail to a removable storage device. 

In an analogous art, Wood discloses a removable storage device - [0145]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant’s invention to modify Ekel and Darbee’s invention to include the above 
mentioned limitation, as taught by Wood, for the advantage of storing data on portable 
device thereby enabling mobility. 


Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sumaiya A. Chowdhury whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-8567. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 9-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/John W. Miller/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 
SAC 



